ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC FIRST SCHOOL

Welcome to
Reception

St Thomas More, Early Years’ Ethos
“A world where play is
precious, ‘mess’ is creation
and adults and children
learn together”
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St Thomas More Catholic First School

Welcome to St Thomas More Catholic First School and to our Reception Classes, St Francis and St Lucy. We
cannot wait to work with you during your first year at school. To prepare you, this booklet is designed to
help you through the first few days of school life. Please share this book with your family.
Here at St Thomas More, the Catholic Faith is at the heart of all we teach, believe and celebrate. The
Gospel values are central to our conduct in and around school. During circle time, we relate our own
choices to those made by Jesus. We take part in daily prayers where the children take the lead using
religious artefacts and symbols. The children attend school Masses as soon as they are ready.
Throughout the year, they have the opportunity to plan and lead their own class assemblies and Mass
where they are able to choose hymns, prayers and going forth challenges.
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Let us introduce ourselves…

Miss Moriani
Head Teacher

Miss Forty
Early Years Lead

Mrs Hicking
Parent Link Teacher

Miss Spittle, EYFS Teacher

Mrs Goodyear, EYFS Teacher

Miss Campbell
EYFS Teaching Assistant

Mrs McLaughlin
EYFS Teaching Assistant
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The Early Years’ Curriculum
We link our planning to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum but we also adapt our planning to
suit the children’s interests.
The Foundation Stage Curriculum is divided into seven areas. The three prime areas are; Personal, Social
and Emotional Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development. There are also
four specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.

Prime Areas
Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Communication and
Language

Physical Development

Specific Areas
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the
World

Expressive Arts and
Design

Many of our activities are based on our cross-curricular topics:
Autumn Term

Spring Term

Our Wonderful World

Summer Term
Look How I’ve Grown

Once upon a time…
Dinosaurs

Under the Sea

Communication, Language and Literacy
In Reception, we aim to provide an environment that is rich with opportunities for children to develop their
communication and language; something which forms a foundation for the development of literacy skills.
The main areas of teaching are outlined below:
Speaking and Listening
Throughout their year in Reception, we support the children with speaking; one to one, in pairs, in small
groups and in whole class discussions. We value circle time and the concept of democracy where we listen
to every voice. We begin the year with building children’s confidence by asking them to communicate
about themselves, including objects of personal significance. We also use ‘Talk 4 Writing’ to learn stories
through the use of story maps and corresponding actions. For every story that we introduce, we will send
home the story map and transcript so that your child can share it with you at home.
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Phonics
We use the ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ approach to support our children with their
reading and writing. Letters are taught in sets and each letter has a
pictorial prompt and a mnemonic which aids the letter formation and
comprehension of the letter. The teaching of the sound is complimented
by tailored independent activities both in the indoor and outdoor
environment. Children apply their knowledge in contextualised
situations. The sets of sounds are then matched to a storybook so the
children can immediately apply their knowledge of the letters. Children
are encouraged to practise their newly acquired skills by writing words and sentences in focus groups and
during independent play. We also teach children a range of tricky words that cannot be sounded out using
songs and actions.

Reading
We value the importance of listening to stories and appreciate story
books. Children gradually progress from learning sounds and words to
applying their knowledge when reading our ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ books. The
children become ‘teachers’ as they work together to support each other
with decoding words, reading sentences, comprehending the text and
also finding answers to questions.
The strategic ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ programme is complimented by our
valued story time where each day the class come together to listen to modelled reading using skills such as
prediction and intonation. The process of reading books supports children with their comprehension skills
and the discussion of the story including the characters, the setting and predictions about content. It also
allows discussion around features of fiction and non-fiction books.
Using the story maps, children learn to retell a range of traditional
tales and pieces of non-fiction such as recipes. Children then adapt
the story, creating their own. This supports and enhances the
children’s imagination in the process of storytelling. Children are
taught to read using a range of different books which are sent home
during the week. We visit the local library every term. Initially,
children are encouraged to ‘mark make’ whilst their writing skills
develop. Through the exposure to fiction and non-fiction, once into
the year, children will experiment with stories, recipes, poems,
letters and fact files.
Writing
Before children begin to write, it is important to help develop their fine motor skills. Our classroom layout
will aid children in this development through our Funky Fingers station, our sensory
station and our malleable station. These areas will encourage children to apply their
skills to cut, handle tools and handle materials. Cursive handwriting is taught
throughout the school, including Reception where pre-cursive is taught. Once the
children have developed the skills to write, they apply their phonics knowledge in
Read, Write, Inc. to write sounds, words and sentences related to the book that they
have studied. Children also have the opportunity to develop their imagination
where they write traditional tales and adapt them whilst still implementing their
phonic knowledge.
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Mathematics
Our maths curriculum at St Thomas More is based around number blocks; a strategy that has contextualised
mathematical processes and has ignited the imagination of the children. We introduce a ‘Number of The
Week’ and explore it in different ways using a variety of resources to support our investigation. Children’s
learning is scaffolded during focus groups and in independent play where their critical thinking skills are
applied when solving problems. To enhance children’s understanding and ‘sense’ of number, maths is
taught through a range of practical activities. We aim to create an environment with activities that are
found in the outside world and can be replicated at home. Children learn about the following areas:
Counting:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sing rhymes and songs, adapting them with bigger numbers to challenge children
Count a set of objects
Count alternative arrangements of objects
Estimate how many objects are in a set
Count forwards and backwards from 0 – 20
Use of a ten frame to support awareness of number
Recognition of numerals given in order and at random
Recognition of numerals in any context

Adding and Subtracting:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use objects to add and subtract single digit numbers
Identify one more or one less than any given number to 20
Count on and count back from a given number
Verbally create a number sentence to demonstrate thinking
Begin to write number sentences, demonstrating knowledge or +, - and =
Know number bonds
Solve simple addition and subtraction problems

Shape:
•
•
•
•

Recognise and name 2D and 3D shapes
Explore the properties of shapes
Use positional language (above, below, under, next to and between)
Use directional words (forwards, backwards, left and right)

We also work with measures, identifying lighter/heavier. We investigate time (days of the week, times
of day, clocks) and money.

To support your child with their awareness of maths, please draw their attention to maths in the natural
environment in order to contextualise their learning. For example, use dice in board games to support
counting irregular arrangements of objects. When shopping, count objects into the basket and point out
money in the real world, such as on signs.
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Understanding the World
Understanding the World forms the basis of our topic work as
we believe that the more you know about the world, the more
your imagination is fed. In Reception,
children are encouraged to explore and
investigate the natural and man-made
environments. We teach children to be
confident to express their own
traditions, values and beliefs and, in
exploring the world, we support them in celebrating their uniqueness and
difference. We also aim to teach children using real life experiences e.g. the trip to
Umberslade Farm this year where they met real-life farmers and got an insight into
their daily life.

Expressive Arts and Design Cutting, painting photo
In Reception, we strongly appreciate that every child is different.
Therefore, when planning activities, we ensure that all activities are openended for children to adapt it to suit their own needs whilst also
challenging themselves. For example, rather than specify how to make a
pirate ship, we gave the children a large variety of resources and left it to
their imagination. We truly value the process as well as the finished
product. Through the introduction to equipment, materials and different
designs, we encourage the children to engage in the process of art from
beginning to end where they plan their design, create it, test it and then
evaluate it. To help prepare your child, please practise cutting skills, pencil
control and mark making.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
At the beginning of the year, we create a community that we have all
had a part in building. We create a set of class rules that reflect our own
beliefs about what a classroom should be like. We use puppets to
explore human emotions and, as a class, agree on how they can be
expressed. We explore the different between right and wrong and how
we can make good choices. We also take part in regular circle time to
discuss emotions, and play games to encourage team work in our
Reception community.
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Physical Development
At the beginning of the year, we focus on developing the
children’s fine motor and gross motor skills that supports them
with the development of their writing skills. In P.E., we
experiment with different ways of moving, learn dance routines
and explore how we use the apparatus. Throughout the year,
we also aim to make healthy choices by regularly taking part in
exercise and eating healthily.

Religious Education
We teach RE using the ‘Learning and Growing as the People of
God’ which covers a range of areas including learning prayers
and Bible stories, investigating key events and celebrations in
the liturgical year and sacraments such as Baptism. We identify
people who help us in the local community and how we can
help others.
During the autumn term, we visit Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church as part of our topic and again in June for a whole school
Mass on our Feast Day.

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
This programme covers the theme “God loves each of us in our uniqueness”. Children are taught through
the areas of social, emotional and spiritual. Lessons consist of discussion and activities about themselves,
their similarities and differences, friendships, feelings, and how to care for others. We also cover Jesus’
relationship with His family of whom the children are a part.

Friendship photograph
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The School Day
The school day begins at 8:40 am and ends at 2:55 pm. Each class has their own drop off and pick up points.
Parents should inform the Office and class teacher if someone else will be collecting as we will be unable to
release your child unless we are notified of this change. The school telephone number is 01527 525821.

Parents and the School
We place great value on your contribution to your child's education and encourage you to be involved in
your child's school life as much as possible.
Parent consultations are held to provide an opportunity for you to meet with us and discover more about
your child's progress and personal development. Other occasions when you are invited to visit school
include: curriculum information meetings and workshops, Masses, award assemblies, concerts, fund raising
events, sports days, school open days.
You will be kept up to date on current issues and forthcoming school events, through a fortnightly
newsletter and awards newsletter, half-termly curriculum topic plans, our school website and Facebook.
They will be sent electronically to you using ParentMail and you will be sent a registration e-mail shortly
after your child starts school.
Copies of newsletters, awards news and any other information, which we believe you may find of interest,
will be available on the School website.

Attendance and Punctuality
Regular attendance at school is vital if your child is to benefit fully from the education provided. If your
child is absent from school, you must advise us of the reason on the first day of absence. This can be done
by letter, telephone or in person. The school telephone number is 525821.
The parent/carer of any child not registered by 9.30am will receive a telephone call, unless they have
already notified the school office of their child’s absence.
If we are unable to contact you, we may conduct a home-visit to check on the well-being of your child.
Without this information we shall record the absence as UNAUTHORISED, at which point further action will
be taken. The level of absence is reported to the Governors each term.
Children arriving after the bell at 8.55 am must report to the school Office. Names are recorded in a late
book and regular lateness is followed up.
It is the policy of the school that children will not be allowed to leave the school site unaccompanied or
without permission during the school day.
If your child needs to attend an appointment, please let us know the circumstances and when you will be
collecting them. Please check children in and out at the school office.
It is the policy of the school that children will not be allowed to see relatives who may call at the school
without prior arrangement with the Head Teacher.

Holidays During Term Time
Due to a change in the law, NO HOLIDAYS can be authorised during term-time
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If you take a holiday, the school must be informed using the forms available from the school office six weeks
before the absence begins. You will also be asked to attend a meeting to discuss your reasons for holidays
in term time. Children will be given a holiday pack to complete during their holiday and bring back on their
return to school. This will be signed by the Class Teacher, Head Teacher and a Governor.
We ask parents to note that the very important Key Stage 1 assessment period for children in Year 2 is from
February to June and that formal assessments will take place in the summer for all children. Absence at the
beginning of the school year in September is particularly unsettling for any child as they move into a new
year group with a different class teacher.

Snack time and lunchtime
During the day we stop for snack time and offer you a healthy choice of fruit or vegetables which changes
daily. This year, some children have decided to bring their own fruit and vegetables. We stop for lunchtime
at 12:00 where we all eat in the school hall. All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a
free hot or sandwich meal. All meals must be ordered through a meal form that is sent home with the
children every four weeks on a Friday and must be returned by 9:00am the following Thursday morning.
We ask all children to also bring a water bottle to school which should be clearly labelled with your child’s
name.

Pupil Premium
Is your child entitled to additional funding and support? Parents and carers on certain benefits and have
a household annual income of less than £16,190 may be entitled to £1320 to enhance your child’s
education. An application form is available from the school office.
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UNIFORM

Ties, Book and PE bags
available from school
** Available from:
Orchard Clothing
or on-line from
ShopKeepEasy.com
and
myclothing.com
SEE ENCLOSED LEAFLETS
*

GIRLS
Navy blue trousers or skirt
White blouse and tie * (Years 3 and 4)
Light blue polo shirt with school logo ** Reception, Years 1 and
2
Navy blue jumper/cardigan or sweatshirt with school logo **
White socks/blue tights

Black shoes (not trainers)
A suitable outdoor coat with hood if possible
Reversible fleece with school logo ** (optional)
BOYS
Grey trousers
Light blue polo shirt with school logo ** Reception, Years 1 and 2
White shirt and school tie * (for Years 3 and 4)
Navy blue jumper/sweatshirt with school logo **
Grey socks
Black shoes (not trainers)
A suitable outdoor coat with hood if possible
Reversible fleece with school logo ** (optional)

Reception and Years 1
and 2 need to have a pair
of named wellingtons kept
in school

Learning, loving and living together with Christ

SUMMER UNIFORM
(Beginning of Summer Term to end of 1st half of Autumn Term)

GIRLS
Light blue and white check dress
Navy blue cardigan/sweatshirt with school logo **
White socks
Navy blue cap**
Black shoes
BOYS
Light blue polo shirt with school logo ** Reception, Years 1 and 2
White shirt and school tie * (for Years 3 and 4)
Navy blue jumper/sweatshirt with school logo **
Grey shorts/Grey trousers
Navy blue cap **
Black shoes

PE Uniform (Girls and Boys)
White t-shirt
Navy blue shorts
Black trainers
PE bag (labelled)*

PLEASE ENSURE ALL UNIFORM IS LABELLED - (including trainers, shoes and
wellingtons)
The school accepts no responsibility for lost items of clothing which are not
labelled.
Jewellery should not be worn in school. If your child has pierced ears they
should only wear studs for safety reasons and they should be left at home on PE
days.
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YOU CAN PURCHASE
ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL EMBROIDERED
UNIFORM FROM:
ORCHARD CLOTHING, DUNLOP ROAD,
REDDITCH B97 5XP
Sky blue polo shirt
White PE T-shirt
Round neck jumper
Cardigan
Navy PE shorts
Polar Fleece
Reversible Jacket

www.orchardclothing.co.uk
01527 545 555
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