
Year 1 Spring 2 2018 

English  
In English we will be focusing on non-fiction and 
linking the lessons to our science topic ‘Animals   
including humans’.  The children will learn the      
features and layout of a report.  They will learn to 
write a piece of non-fiction including a heading,   
introduction, middle section and ending.   

They will begin to use bullet points and label        
diagrams to convey information.  The children will 
build up these skills to write a non-fiction report 
independently.  

The children will continue to have a phonics session 
twice a day and they will be using their phonics skills 
to decode alien (not real) and non-alien (real)  words 
to help prepare the children for the phonics test in 
June. They will also daily and we will also be       
practicing handwriting, using a cursive script.  

 

Maths  

During this half term Year 1 will be focussing on 

place value and addition and subtraction of numbers 

up to 20. Through this, children will be counting 

both forwards and backwards in steps of 1 up to 20 

and beyond.  They will continue to use number bonds 

to 10 and begin to use number bonds to 20 and the 

related subtraction facts.  Children will continue to 

use the +, - and = sign accurately and begin to solve 

one step problems. 

This term children will develop their mental maths 

skills by counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

You can help your child by    

practising counting forwards 

and backwards to 100 in ones, 

to 20 in twos, to 50 in fives and 

to 100 in tens.  

Religious Education  Our RE units for this half term are:   

Lent—Children will know that Lent is a special season in the Church’s year when we try 

to change and grow to be more like Jesus by following His example more closely.  They 

will know some of the sayings of Jesus and identify some ways of applying them to 

real life   situations.  They will also know that Jesus, in His words and action, gave 

people a chance to change and that Lent is a special time when we too are given that 

same chance. 

Holy Week - Children will know the names and sequence of the important events of 

Holy Week and be able to describe most of what happened on each occasion. They will 

also be able to empathise with the characters in the story and begin to understand 

the importance of the events for Christians today. 

A prayer bag will be sent home on a weekly basis 

to a different family each week.  

During Holy Week children will be preparing 

for Easter and taking part in a Mass in school 

to celebrate ‘Palm Sunday’.  



Design Technology 

The children will be practising their cutting and        

assembling skills this half term through making a card.  

The children will be shown how to hold the scissors  

correctly and to cut accurately along a line. They will 

have time to practise before they make their final 

product.  Please practise cutting skills at home and do 

so in a safe environment.  

Art and Design  

Last half term the children practised colour mixing and 

simple brush strokes.  The children will build on these 

skills and develop painting techniques by; continuing to 

hold a brush correctly and use different sized brushes; 

use a paint brush to: dab, smooth, wash, sponge, stipple, 

stroke and use different brush types to make different 

marks: lines, blobs, dots and dashes. 

Geography 

Throughout the year the children are going to develop 

their locational knowledge, as each week they will hear 

either a news item from the UK or from around the 

world.  They will add this information to their class map 

to help improve their knowledge of the 7 continents, 5 

oceans and the 4 countries in the UK.  During the local 

area walk the children will observe human and physical 

features of their surrounding environment. 

 

Music  

The children will be listening to  ‘Carnival of the       

Animals’ by French composer Camille Saint-Saëns.  This 

is a long piece of music and the children will begin to      

identify the musical instrument and the animal the 

sound portrays.  They will then use the percussion    

instruments to create a piece of music, in a group,  that 

will portray the sounds of the animals they have chosen.  

They will begin to use the words; pitch, tempo and 

rhythm.  

Our topic will be taught through      

cross-curricular sessions across the   

subjects. 

Science 

We will continue to discuss the weather 

daily and will develop an understanding 

of seasonal changes. 

The children will learn about everyday animals including    

humans.  The children will describe and compare the struc-

ture of common animals.  They will learn about the different 

groups the animals belong to and sort them too.  The animals 

belong to five different groups (fish, amphibians, mammals, 

reptiles and birds) and the children will learn these names 

and begin to identify animals which are in each group.  They 

will also learn about carnivores, herbivores and omnivores and 

begin to identify the animals in these groups too.  The       

children will be sorting and classifying the animals and begin 

to choose their own criteria to sort.  Science will be taught 

though English this half term and the children will write a   

non-fiction report on a chosen animal; including the facts 

they have learnt.  

PE   

PE is on Monday and Wednesday for 

both Sycamore and Beech class. 

The children will take part in two PE 

sessions a week; one will be taught by a sports coach. 

The children will be focusing on the units; ‘Large      

Apparatus’ and ‘Story Time Dance’. These sessions will 

develop their coordination and agility, as well as        

encouraging them move in different ways along small 

and large apparatus. 

Children MUST have their kits in school on Monday 

please. All kit must be clearly named. Please tie long 

hair back and make sure earrings are removed or     

covered with tape. 

This term’s topic is ‘Animal Planet’ 

Homework 

We would like you to base your homework project this half 
term around a religious Easter Garden.   

Homework to be in by Friday, 23rd March. 

Reading 

Reading books will continue to be sent out on a Monday for 
Beech Class and Wednesday for Sycamore Class, so please 
ensure that the books come in promptly on the correct day.  

Children should also be accessing the Bug Club Reading 
Scheme on the computer as new books will be allocated every 
Friday for your child to read. Bug Club is vital to make sure 
your child reaches national expectation in SATs. 

Spellings will be sent home on a Friday to be practised ready 
for the spelling test the following Thursday. 

Maths 

Maths homework will be set via Education City every Friday 
ready for completion for the following Friday. Please practise 
counting in twos, fives and tens as this will help your children 
begin to learn these tables. 

Children have been given their username and password so that 
they are able to access Education City.  If you need a copy of 
it, please ask the teacher. 

 

 


