
Year 2 Acer & Silver Birch Spring 1 2018 

English  
Our topic this half term focuses on 
Superheroes (even unlikely ones). As a 
stimulus for our writing we will be 
looking at the book ‘Superworm’ by 
Julia Donaldson and using this as a 
basis for lots of writing activities. Year 2 will be working 
on sentence structure, using a range of different        
sentence openers, adding detail and description to their 
writing, looking at different types of sentences,       
statements, questions, commands and exclamations and 
learning how to spell contraction words such as shouldn’t 
wouldn’t, can’t etc. 

You can help your child by discussing what happens in the 
story and talk with them about characters in this book 
and the other books they are reading. Talk about the 
characters feelings and what they are like too and discuss 
any vocabulary they may not know the meaning of. 

The children will continue to practise phonics and spellings 
daily and we will also be practicing handwriting using a 
cursive script.  

Maths  

We will be working on money recognising and using      

symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p) and combining  

amounts of coins to make a particular value. The children 

will also find different combinations of coins that equal 

the same amounts of money. They will also solve problems 

in a practical context involving addition and subtraction of 

money, including giving change. 

The second part of the half term will see children       

focusing on multiplication and division, recalling facts for 

the 2, 5 and 10 times tables, calculating mathematical 

statements and solving problems including multiplication 

and division using materials, arrays, repeated addition and 

mental methods. 

 

 

 

  

Religious Education             
Our RE units for this half term are:   

 

Christmas- 

Children will know and be able to sequence the story of Christmas from the   

Annunciation to the flight into Egypt. They will be able to trace the journey of 

Mary and Joseph on a map and understand some of the difficulties faced by 

Mary and Joseph and why their journeys to Bethlehem and Egypt were           

necessary. 

 

Parables and Miracles- 

Children will know a range of parables and miracles and understand Jesus’ qualities as a healer and teacher. They will also 

learn that the Church carries on Jesus’ work of healing through the Sacrament of the Sick. 

 

Special Celebrations- 

Children will know the Seasons of the Liturgical year and be able to describe some of the customs 

and symbols associated with them. They will also learn how the Sacraments are special              

celebrations and identify some of the rituals that take place in Baptism and Marriage. 

 



Art 

In Art we will be learning about the life and background 

of the famous artist ‘Picasso’ and then creating our own 

superhero portraits in the same style. 

The children will also learn how to mix primary coloured 

paint in order to create secondary colours which can 

then be used when painting their clay badges in DT. 

Geography 
In this unit the children will be looking at their local 

area from the perspective of a Superhero. What do 

they like? How can it be improved. They will also be   

conducting local surveys to find out the overall         

impression of the environment.  
 

History 
We will link this to our topic by learning about the    

real-life superhero, Mother Theresa. The children will 

timeline the events of her life and learn about her    

missionary work which led to her achieving the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1979. 
 

Music  

As part of our WOW activities we will be listening to 

different pieces of music associated with famous     

Superheroes and performing various dances to go with 

these.  

 

Our topic will be taught through cross-curricular sessions 

across the subjects. 

Science 

We will be looking at how Superheroes keep 

healthy. We will be learning about the      

different food groups and how we can look after our bodies 

by eating a healthy, balanced diet. We will also be thinking 

about how we can look after our hearts by exercising and 

keeping active and the effects of physical exercise on our 

bodies.  

We will also be investigating how we keep food fresh and 

what happens to them over time.  

DT 

Children will be designing a Superhero emblem and then    

creating it out of clay. They will learn how to manipulate it 

and join it in order to create specific shapes. These will then 

be painted using colours that the children have mixed    

themselves. 

PE   

PE is on a Thursday and a Friday 

for  both Acer and Silver Birch 

classes. 

The children will take part in two 

PE sessions a week; one will be 

taught by a sports coach and the other by the class 

teacher. 

During this half term children will be using the large 

apparatus in the session taught by the teacher, where 

they will learn how to use the equipment safely and  

effectively. 

In the lesson taught by Sports Stars they will be     

focussing on the Groovy Gymnastics unit with a focus on 

rolls...forward rolls, backward rolls, pencil rolls and  

teddy-bear rolls. They will also be learning the         

different ways of jumping. 

Children MUST have their kits in school on Monday 

please ready for the week ahead. All kit must be clearly 

named. If your child is wearing tights on a PE day please   

ensure socks are also provided to wear with PE pumps.  

This term’s topic is ‘To the rescue…’ 

Homework 

Children who practise skills at home achieve better  results, 
are happier and more confident at school.  Homework is given 
to reinforce skills and enable you to learn a little about what 
your child can do and needs to learn. 

We would like you to base your homework project this half 
term around our topic of ‘To the rescue’. This could be in the 
form of a poster, information leaflet, fact file or even a 3D 
model. The possibilities are endless.  

Reading 

Reading books will continue to be sent out on a Monday so 
please ensure that the books come in promptly on Monday 
morning.  

Children should also be accessing the Bug Club Reading 
Scheme on the computer as new books will be allocated every 
Friday for your child to read. Bug Club is vital to make sure 
your child reaches national expectation in SATs. 

Spellings will be sent home on a Friday to be practised ready 
for the spelling test the following Thursday. 

Maths 

Maths homework will be set online via My Maths every Friday 
ready for completion for the following Friday. Please practise 
learning pairs of numbers (number bonds) that add up to 10, 
20 and 100 and also doubles and halves of numbers to 20. 

Dates  

29.1.18 – Acer Class Library Visit 

5.2.18 – Silver Birch Class Library Visit 

Homework Project Deadline— Friday, 9th February 2018 


