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Reception Newsletter  Autumn 2 2017 

Willow and Holly Classes 

English  
During this half term, we will be learning the structure of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 

and adapting it to ‘We’re Going on a Dinosaur Hunt’. We will be learning a variety of    

actions. This will help us memorise the story and then be able to recite it using a story 

map to prompt. We will send home both the original and our adapted version of the 

story for your child to practise at home. Using Talk for Writing actions, which we will 

send home, we will be creating instructions on how to look after dinosaur eggs which 

we will find in our Reception Area.  To ignite the imagination, we will also be  looking at 

a range of fictional books themed around dinosaurs. For example, we will be reading 

‘Harry and the Dinosaurs at the Museum’. To support your child’s knowledge and under-

standing of   dinosaurs, we will also introduce a range of non-fiction books providing 

facts about dinosaurs.  

Phonics  
Initially, we will revisit the sounds that we have previously learnt 

in the first Autumn half-term.  We will then continuing to learn 

the remaining sounds in Phase 2. This includes moving onto        

developing our understanding of ‘digraphs’ which are two letters 

that make one sound: for example. /ss/ in ‘dress’. We will also be 

learning a range of tricky words which cannot be sounded out  

using our phonics skills: for example, ‘no’, ‘go’ and ‘the’.  To develop 

reading and writing skills, we will also be practising our sounding 

out and blending skills. To hear this being modelled, please visit 

the following video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ovJIxTQpsU   

Maths 

This half term, we will be incorporating our Maths 

skills into our dinosaur work. We will be developing 

our counting skills by counting out how many dinosaur 

fossils and bones we can find. We will also be      

challenging the children to find one more and one 

less, add and subtract and also present their     

workings in the written form as a number sentence. 

We will also be measuring dinosaur footprints and 

comparing them to the size of our feet.  
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EXPRESSIVE  ARTS AND            

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

To develop our knowledge of dinosaurs, we will become 

‘archeologists’ and find a collection of bones around our 

outdoor area. We will also develop our understanding of  

dinosaurs by finding and creating fossils, exploring how 

they are made and how they can give us an insight into what 

an animal looked like.  In our first week, we will also be 

finding dinosaur eggs and identifying how we can look after 

them. To develop our communication and language skills, we 

will be interviewing people around the school to find out 

what our visitor looked like and why they might have left 

their eggs.  We will be creating a map of our local area and 

locating our key findings onto it.  Using the artefacts that 

we have found, we will create a museum to display our 

knowledge and understanding of dinosaurs. The children will 

invite you to view our museum on Friday 1st December at 

2:15.  

RE 
We will be reflecting on our knowledge of The   

Story of Creation. We will also be continuing to 

find out about People Who Help Us.  We would 

love to welcome you in to share your own      

experiences of people who have significantly 

helped you, or how you have help others. This 

could be through your job or a memorable event 

that took place. We will also be learning the 

Christmas Story in our lead up to Christmas.  

A prayer bag will be sent home on a weekly   

basis to a different family each week.  

This half-term’s topic is ‘Long, long ago…’ 

EYFS FUND  

To support us in    

providing materials for 

art, cooking and outdoor 

learning, we will gratefully accept a 

small contribution of £3 per           

half-term. Also, we would gratefully 

accept any unwanted toys or puzzles.  

HOMEWORK 

In order to develop our Dinosaur Museum        

further, we would love your child to find out 

about a dinosaur. It could be their favourite      

dinosaur or even a flying dinosaur! We would love 

your child to present their findings in their own 

way  using their imagination. For example, they 

could draw a    picture of their dinosaur, create a 

poster or create a   shoebox sized dinosaur world.  

 

Homework to be sent in by Friday, 8th December. 
 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

Please make sure that ALL your child’s clothing and prop-

erty is CLEARLY LABELLED including shoes, coats and 

drinks. 

If your child develops a medical condition, please inform 

staff in the Office and our Reception Team immediately.  

Please ensure that your child has their PE kit with them 

this week as we will be practising getting changed.  


