
Maple and Horse Chestnut Class -  Autumn 2 2017 

 

English 

We are going to be using the text ‘Escape from    

Pompeii’ to write our own narratives about a  

volcano eruption. In the build up to this, we’ll also be 

writing a diary entry from the perspective of one of 

the children living in Pompeii at the time of the  

eruption. 

We will be developing our grammar skills by learning 

how to use paragraphs to organise each part of a   

story and to indicate a change in place or jump in 

time. We’ll also be learning how to  use the             

determiners ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly, depending on 

whether the following word in the sentence begins 

with a vowel or not. 

We will be developing our reading skills by making 

inferences about the characters’ feelings at  

different parts of the story. We will be particularly 

focusing on how we can justify our inferences with  

evidence from the text and illustrations. 

Maths 

In Maths this half term, we will be developing our 

understanding of the four operations by continuing 

to focus on addition and subtraction before moving 

onto multiplication and division. 

To begin with, we will be subtracting numbers with 

up to three digits using the expanded column  

method and solving problems, including missing  

number problems, using number facts and place  

value knowledge that was developed last half term. 

  

We will also be continuing to embed our knowledge 

of the times tables we have previously learnt as well 

as the 3 and 4 times table. At home, please practise 

these with the corresponding division facts. 

 

Religious Education    

 

In R.E this half term, Year 3 children will be covering the following units: We Listen to God’s 

Word at Mass, Advent and Christmas. During these units, we will be looking at the readings 

said during Mass and preparing for Christmas during the Advent season. 

 

Year 4 children will be covering the following units: Jesus Teaches us to Pray, Advent and Christmas.  In 

these units, they will be exploring the importance of the prayers that Jesus taught us and preparing for 

Christmas during the Advent season. 

 

A prayer bag will be sent home on a weekly basis to a different family each week.   

 

 



Our work will be based around the following key question which links to our 

topic: ‘What is a Natural Disaster?’  

Science 

We will be learning about rocks and soils. The children will be  

comparing different rocks based on their physical properties and appearances,  

classifying igneous and sedimentary rocks and explaining what soil is made 

from. The children will also be challenged to describe how fossils are formed 

within sedimentary rocks and begin to relate the properties of rocks with 

their uses.  

Geography 

The children will be enhancing their locational knowledge by  

locating famous volcanoes, rivers and the earth’s tectonic plates. They’ll also 

be building on their fieldwork and geographical skills by comparing soil samples 

from around the school and local area.  

British Values 

During our topic, we will be discussing foreign aid and how we can support  

people in need as a result of a natural disaster.  The children will be working 

with the British Red Cross to organise a group donation of quality clothing, 

games, puzzles, etc. to be sold at their Charity Shop in Alcester. We will be  

looking at where the money we’ve raised is sent and just how much it supports 

those people whose lives have been detrimentally effected because of a  

natural disaster.  

DT 

The children will be designing and 

making a calendar.  They will learn 

how to use Batik and fabric   

painting.  

Art 

We will be applying the modelling 

skills we learnt last term to make 

clay poppies for Remembrance 

Sunday.  We are then learning to 

paint using water colours.   

Computing 

This half term, we will be  

continuing to develop our coding 

skills by designing programs that 

accomplish specific goals, including 

controlling a physical system.  

After achieving this, the children 

will be applying their new skills to 

debug programs. 

This term’s topic is ‘Disaster!’ 

HOMEWORK to be in by: 8th December 

English 
Please continue to practise your child’s spellings and read their book with them at 

home; this has a significant impact on their learning and development. Last half 

term, it was evident which children had been working hard to learn their spellings 

and practise reading at home so a big well done to those children, please keep it up! 

Reminder: book change day is Tuesday and new spellings will be given out on this day 

too. Spelling tests will be on a Monday. 

Useful Information 
Please remember that our book change day is now on a Tuesday and it is very    

important that your child has their book bag in school each week.   

 

Maths 
At home, please continue to practise times tables with the corresponding  

division facts with your children. We will be focusing on the 3 and 4 times  

tables this term. My Maths homework will also be set each week on a Monday.  

Topic 
Your homework task is linked to our key question for our topic this half term: 

’What is a Natural Disaster?’ Please create something to share with your peers to 

teach them more about natural disasters. You could:  make an information leaflet 

about natural disasters, create a model showing where the Earth’s tectonic plates 

are and how they can cause earthquakes or even design a map to show where      

volcanoes are located in the world and where earthquakes are most common.  

PE 

PE for both classes is on Tuesday 

and Wednesday afternoons.  

The children MUST have kits and it  

would be very helpful if they could 

also have their name written or sewn 

into the inside of their kits to make 

it easier for staff when returning 

lost kit to its owner.  

Music  

All children will be continuing with 

their ukulele lessons. As a result, 

they will be building on the skills 

that they developed over the last 

half term. This will support them 

with playing and performing in both 

solo and ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing the  

ukulele with increasing  accuracy, 

fluency, control and expression.  


